
I’m particularly pleased t h a t  you are ablp t o  v i s i t  our Flight Research 

I think you will find sane of tne trfiings t h a t  we are doing t o  Center today. 

be most interesting. 

I t  sonietimes seems strange t o  me t h a t  in this day of mass ccnxriunications, 

there are s t i l l  a lot  o f  people who just associate NASA wit$] space activities 

and forget our involvement with aeronautical research. 

forget t h a t  as NACA, the National Advisory Camittee for  Aeronautics, our 

involvement wi th  airplanes dates back t o  World War I .  

People tend t o  

1Je have four  of our field Centers who arc- ac t ivc~ly  involved with aeroriau- 

tical research i n  one way or  another. 

facil i t ies t h a t  lend tiiernseivcs t o  specializing i n  smie particular f a c e t  of 

aeronautics . 

Each o f  triese Centers has unique 

ttcre a t  the Flight Research Center, we have cowcnlrateG OK h ig r i  srrecd 

flight work as  well as s m e  o f  w r  iliort tiitiisjal ?ircraf:,. When y m  look. 

around you and see t i l e  vast dry l a k e h d .  t i l e  akscnce of p ~ y u l , ? t ~ d  arpas. 

and the excel lent vreather you can ur ide r s t c jnu  our rl-aso::inq. 

The Center, which celeoratea i t s  ?.?ti; A n r i i v w s a r y  ldst f a l l  

Ldth X-1 and has played a n  important  role i n  t t w  Cxwrirncntal Aircraft 

nrogram. As we continue our aeronautical researcti efforts i t  becomes 

quite apparent t h a t  flight tes t ,  Witil the research: pilot ana h i s  specially 

instrumented airplane, remains the ultirfiatc. tool  in tills business. 
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